Report for Europlanet on the 5" CHEOPS Science Workshop

Summary

The 5™ CHEOPS Science Workshop was held at Schloss Seggau, in the South of Austria, between
the 24" and 26™ of July 2017. The CHaracterizing ExOPlanet Satellite (CHEOPS) is the first
mission dedicated to search for transits by means of ultra-high precision photometry on bright stars
already known to host extra-solar planets. CHEOPS is a partnership between ESA and Switzerland,
with important contributions from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. CHEOPS is the first S- (small) class mission in ESA's
Cosmic Vision 2015 —2025.

The workshop aimed at bringing together the community interested in the mission,
providing information about its current status and preparing its scientific exploitation. The
workshop was particularly important as it was held the year before launch (end 2018) and a further
workshop next year is currently not foreseen.

The workshop has registered a record number of participants and of requests for talks and
posters in comparison to the previous 4 editions. This result is likely due to CHEOPS approaching
launch date and to the chosen location, which attracted also the families of quite a few participants.

Scientific program

The scientific program consisted of 47 talks, spanning over the 2.5 days of the workshop, and 21
poster presentations. Because of the high demand for oral presentations, we kept the technical
CHEOPS talks to the bare minimum of 2: general introduction of CHEOPS, given by the mission PI
(Willy Benz, Switzerland), and short description of the scientific program which will be carried out
by the CHEOPS consortium, given by the chair of the CHEOPS science team (Didier Queloz, UK).
We also had one invited speaker (Eric Gaidos, USA). Most of the contributed talks were 20 minutes
long (15 minutes for the presentation plus 5 minutes for questions), but, to give chances to
everybody to present their work, we decided to shorten some talks to 10 minutes (7+3). The
selection of the short talks was based exclusively on the scientific topic, namely the relevance to the
CHEOPS mission, while the age, gender, and country of origin of the presenter were not part of the
selection criteria.

The NASA Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is foreseen to be a key target
provider for CHEOPS. For this reason, we allocated 3 talks to present the TESS mission and its
exploitation, which were given by the TESS mission PI and by two young female scientists from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). The 3 talks were then followed by a 10 minutes
TESS Q&A session.

Participants overview

In total, we had 89 participants, 23 of which female (26%). We also had one participant from ASI
(Italian Space Agency), which is one of the industrial partners of the CHEOPS consortium. A total
of 8 participants came from outside Europe, and in particular 7 from the USA and 1 from Japan. We
also had a relatively high attendance rate of scientists from inclusiveness countries with a total of 10
participants (11%; 7 from Portugal, 2 from Hungary, and 1 from Slovakia).

Bursaries overview

Europlanet provided 7500 Euro to fund bursaries to attend the science workshop. Each bursary
covered the hotel accommodation and conference fee of 151 Euro, which included all meals, from
Monday lunch to Wednesday lunch. The bursaries fostered a high attendance rate from young
scientists, namely 17 PhD students (19%). We were able to give a bursary to each person who
requested one. In total, we gave 18 bursaries for a total amount of 7154,50 Euro. Of the 18
bursaries, 11 went to PhD students coming from 9 different countries, 3 from non-EU countries
(i.e., USA and Japan). Of the 18 bursaries, 6 bursaries (33%) went to scientists coming from
inclusiveness countries (4 from Portugal and 2 from Hungary).



Workshop website: http://geco.oeaw.ac.at/cheops-workshop-05.html

SOC: D. Queloz (chair), CHEOPS science team

LOC: L. Fossati (chair), M. Lendl, P. Cubillos, I. Juvan, D. Kubyshkina, D. Hradecky
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